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A network of Focal Points to support the 
Agency´s activities

EU

EFTA/EEA

Candidate and potential 
candidate countries

 Every 
Member 
State has a 
focal point

 Every focal 
point has a 
tripartite 
national 
network

 Extent of 
activity 
depends 
upon 
national 
structures
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Deaths attributed to work, 167 000/year

Work-related Annual Deaths – EU-27

Sources: Hämäläinen P, Takala J, 
Saarela KL; TUT, ILO, EU-OSHA
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WorkWork--relatedness of common diseasesrelatedness of common diseases

Overall work-relatedness of mortality, ILO: 6.7%
GDP loss, Australian method 5.9%
Global Burden of disease and injury in Europe, WHO 5.0%




Work-relatedness of common diseases

Overall work-relatedness of mortality, ILO: 			6.7%

GDP loss, Australian method				5.9%

Global Burden of disease and injury in Europe, WHO		5.0%















Work-related 
cancer

Work-related 
circulatory 
diseases

Accidents Infectious 
and 

parasitic 
diseases

Musculo-
skeletal 

disorders

Psychosocial 
disorders

Asbestos Shift and night 
work, overwork

Lack of company 
policy, man. 
System, 
worker/employer 
collaborative 
mechanism, poor 
safety culture

Poor quality 
drinking water

Heavy lifting, 
loads, shapes of 
materials

Lack of control

Carcinogenic 
substances, 
processes, silica 
and other dusts

Strain by high 
demands, low 
decision making 
latitude

Lack of 
knowledge, 
solutions and 
good practices

Poor sanitation 
and sewage 
system

Repetitive 
movements

Poor work-life 
balance

Ionizing 
radiation, 
radioactive 
materials

High injury risk Lack of guidance 
or poor gvt 
policies, poor 
legislation and 
poor enforcement 
and tripartite 
collaboration

Poor hygiene, 
lack of 
knowledge

Poor design of 
seats, tables, 
tools, processes

Poor 
organisational 
culture

UV-radiation Chemicals Lack of incentive-
based 
compensation 
system

Protection 
against 
animals, 
insects, snakes

Low 
temperatures, 
vibration

Role ambiguity 
or conflict, 
unclear or 
changing 
priorities

ETS (passive 
smoking at 
work)

ETS (passive 
smoking at 
work)

Lack or or poor 
OH services

Diesel engine 
exhaust

Poor recording 
and notification 
systems



11%  of those employed, main 
diagnosis:
- mental disorders: 42.1 % of males, 46.1 
of females
- musculoskeletal disorders: 21.6 % of 
males, 26.8 of females:

Magnitude 
of problem 

42.3 % of males, 46.3 of 
female disability pensions
21.7 of male , and 27.0 of 
female disability pensions

Work disability pensions in Finland

All retired of ages 16-64 years:  17.7% of those employed
Absenteeism:  ca. 5%
Unemployment:  6.4 % of work force - today some 9%

Out of work:   some 25% , this figure can be radically reduced by 
targeted action to improve work and working conditions  



Statistics, Finland:  GDP 2007, Pensions 2007, Salaries 2007,
premature pension payments: 4.5 billion eur/year in 2006
GDP in 2007: 178 billion (US billion= 1000 million =109 euro = 
mrd) euro, population of Finland 5.2 million 

Price of premature retirement
Finland/EU27

Average age 58.1 years
Loss 6.9 years/person

77.109/7.7 million new
retirements/year

EU27 estimate 

Annual average  
salary: 30.000 eur

Average value 
(cost) of one work 
year 45.405 €

GDP/employed 
73.500 eur 

16 billion

24 billion

39 billion

1.600 billion

2.400 billion

3.900 billion

712,108 million € in Europe = 712 billion (US billion = mrd =10 9) 
(based on Australian estimate on poor work environment costs)

Finland EU



Thank you for your attention

latest see: http://osha.europa.eu/en/blog
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