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INTRODUCTION

1. The European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (hereinafter “the
Agency”), located in Bilbao, was established by Council Regulation (EC) No
2062/94 of 18 July 1994". The Agency's task is to collect and disseminate
information on national and Union priorities in the field of health and safety at
work, to support national and Union organisations involved in policymaking and

implementation and provide information on preventive measures>.

2. The Agency’s 2009 budget amounted to 15 million euro, approximately the

- same amount as the previous year. The number of staff employed by the Agency

at the end of the year was 68, as compared with 64 in the previous year.

T OJL 216, 20.8.1994, p. 1. The Regulation was last amended by Council Regulation
(EC) No 1112/2005 of 24 June 2005 (OJ L 184, 15.7.2005, p. 5).

The Table summarises the Agency's competences and activities. lt is presented for
information purposes.

These accounts are accompanied by a report on the budgetary and financial
management during the year which gives infer alia an account of the rate of
implementation of the appropriations with summary information on the transfers of
appropriations among the various budget items.

The financial statements include the balance sheet and the economic outturn
account, the cash-flow table, the statement of changes in capital and the annex to
the financial statements which includes the description of the significant accounting
policies and other explanatory information. '

The budget implementation reports comprise the budget outturn account and its
annex.
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S 0JL 248, 16.9.2002, p. 1.

Article 33 of Commission Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2343/2002 of 19 November
2002 (OJ . 357, 31.12.2002, p. 80).

Article 38 of Regulation {EC, Euratom) No 2343/2002.

The rules concerning the presentation of the accounts and accounting by the
Agencies are laid down in chapter 1 of Title VIl of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No
2343/2002 as last amended by Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 652/2008 of 9 July
2008 (OJ L 181, 10.7.2008, p. 23) and are integrated as such in the Financial
Regulation of the Agency.
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1 International Federation of Accountants (IFAC) and International Standards of
Supreme Audit Institutions (ISSAI).

"' The Final Annual Accounts were drawn up on 17 June 2010 and received by the Court
on 22 June 2010. The Final Annual Accounts, consolidated with those of the
Commission, are published in the Official Journal of the European Union by 15
November of the following year. These can be found on the following website
http://eca.europa.eu or http:/fosha.europa.eu/enfabout/finance/.
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12. The comments which follow do not call the Court’s opinions into question.

COMMENTS ON THE BUDGETARY AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

13. For Title Il — Operational activities, 3,5 million euro, 47 % of the cofnmitments
made, were carried forward to the budgetary year 2010. According to the
accounting information, approximately two million euro of the appropriations
carried forward correspond to activities not yet implemented at the year end. This
situation indicated delays in the implementation of the activities financed from Title
Il of the Agency’s budget and was at odds with the budgetary principle of

annuality.

14. Appropriations carried over from 2008 amounting to 0,7 million euro, or 18 %
(compared to 10 % in 2008), had to be cancelled. The increased cancellation rate
again indicates the need for stricter application of the annuality principle by the

Agency.
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This Report was adopted by Chamber IV, headed by Mr Igors LUDBORZS,
-Member of the Court of Auditors, in Luxembourg at its meeting of 14 and
16 September 2010.

Court of Auditors

(&
IS
{3 Rechnungshof
#  Gour des comptes
o,
¥

Vitor Manuel da SILVA CALDEIRA
President
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OSHA - European Agency for Safety and Health at Work

THE AGENCY’S REPLIES

13. The Agency acknowledges the necessity to reduce the carry forward to the
minimum taking into account the implementation period of the Agency’s projects.

This should lead to a reduction in the level of cancelled credit appropriations.

With this in mind, the management put in place, early in 2010, a monthly reporting
mechanism to monitor the implementation of the activities foreseen in its annual

work programme and the corresponding budgetary aspects.

Particular attention will be paid to the commitments still open at year-end with a
view to de-committing the amounts not needed to cover subsequent financial and

legal obligations.
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