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A short History: 
 

×From ancient times - use of  
stone as a building material 

×Exposure to silica dust in marble shops, 
abrasive blasting, foundry work  

×1987 ς Introducing a new Israeli-made 
artificial stone, for use especially in kitchens 
and bathrooms countertops 

×1989- today ς the use of artificial quartz 
surfaces has expanded dramatically  
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Number of cases of silicosis reported to Safety and 
Health Administration 

In 2009 we noted an 
increase in the 
number of reported 
cases of silicosis, 
most from marble  
workshops handling 
artificial quartz 
stone 

 

 

   2006                     3 

 2007                   4 

 2008                   4 

 2009                   15      

 2010                  22      

 2011           27 

22          2012  

44         2013 

2014               63   
2015                     ? 



Lawsuits against the State 

About 40 lawsuits against employers and the State 
 
In one of the first lawsuits (2010), an owner of a marble shop who got 
sick sued the producer of artificial quartz surfaces and the state.  
The district court found the owner, the producer and the state 
responsible, and divided responsibility as follows: 
 
40% the owner 
33% the producer of artificial quartz surfaces  
27% the state 
(Total fines: 1.4 milion euros) 
 
The state has appealed to the high court  
of justice.  
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